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Wikidata vs Wikimedia Commons

Wikidata provides structured data 
storage for all sister projects of the 
Wikimedia Foundation.

Wikimedia Commons provides 
media content storage for all sister 
projects of the Wikimedia 
Foundation.



Uploading an image to 
Wikimedia Commons



 Wikidata and Wikimedia Commons



 Wikidata and Wikimedia Commons

Uploading a file

5-step process:

1. Import
2. Release rights
3. Description
4. Add data
5. Use
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The image title should be descriptive, 
chosen according to what the image 
displays or contents portray. It should also 
be meaningful and helpful in the language 
chosen. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Com
mons:File_naming 

A carefully chosen title can make the 
image much easier to find via search 
engines.

The title field is mandatory to proceed with 
the upload. Other fields are optional and 
they can easily be edited after the upload.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:File_naming
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:File_naming
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Structured data is a means of adding 
descriptive metadata  linked to the 
Wikidata knowledge base. 

The most important property for images is 
“depicts (P180)”. Its purpose is to identify 
which is the main focus of the image.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Com
mons:Depicts 

You may skip this step during your upload 
and add/edit structured data later.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Depicts
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Depicts
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_group_of_ballerinas_in_black_tutus.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_group_of_ballerinas_in_black_tutus.jpg


Release of rights

Selecting a Creative Commons licence and submitting a declaration of consent
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Licenses of uploaded media

● CC BY 4.0  Creative Commons — Attribution 4.0 International
This license allows others to redistribute, remix, adapt and build upon the material, even for commercial purposes, 
as long as appropriate credit is given to the creator. This license is recommended for maximum dissemination and use 
of licensed material.

● CC BY-SA 4.0 Creative Commons — Attribution - ShareAlike 4.0 International
This license allows  others to redistribute, remix, adapt and build upon the material, even for commercial purposes, as 
long as appropriate credit is given to the creator and as long as that they assign an identical license to their derivative 
work.  This license is often compared to open source software and open source “copyleft” licenses. This is the license 
used by Wikipedia and other sister projects. 

When you upload a file on Wikimedia Commons, you must apply a free-use license statement for it: you must 

grant the rights to use the work under a Creative Commons licence. Here are two recommended licences for 

performing art images.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
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If you do not own the rights…

If the file is not your own work (i.e., you did not take the photo yourself), you must:

1. Obtain written permission from the photographer to upload the photo to Wikimedia 

Commons (you can use this  email template);

2. Forward the photographer’s written authorization and a declaration of consent ; OR

Ask the author to email their declaration of consent to 

permissions-commons@wikimedia.org;

3. Place the tag {{subst:PP}} ("Permission Pending") on the file description page, in the 

summary section, under the |permission= field,  in addition to the license chosen by the 

copyright holder.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team#If_you_are_NOT_th

e_copyright_holder 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yuI1kW_273g370ZARZi95qRX1cuu56hT9eXJb4nuMH8/edit
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Email_templates
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Email_templates
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team#If_you_are_NOT_the_copyright_holder
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team#If_you_are_NOT_the_copyright_holder
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Release of copyright: Declaration 
of consent 
ISSUE: Even if a release is required in the publishing 
tool, rejection is possible after an upload.

SOLUTION: Submit a declaration of consent to the 

Volunteer Response Team for rights validation : 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:V

olunteer_Response_Team

There are  two methods to send your declaration: 

1. an automatic generator

2. sending an e-mail

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team
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 1/  The automatic generator

○ https://commons.wikimedia.org/wi

ki/Commons:Wikimedia_VRT_relea
se_generator 

Release of copyright: Declaration of consent

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Wikimedia_VRT_release_generator
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Wikimedia_VRT_release_generator
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Wikimedia_VRT_release_generator
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The step by step process ends with an automatic transmission

1 2

2a
2b

or etc

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Wikimedia_VRT_release_generator 

The steps of the automatic authorization generator

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Wikimedia_VRT_release_generator
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2/ Email the “Declaration of consent”

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Com
mons:Email_templates

Other examples of emails:

Release of copyright: Declaration of consent

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Commons:Volunteer_Response_Te
am 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Email_templates
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Email_templates
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Volunteer_Response_Team


Describing  and adding data 
to an image in Wikimedia 
Commons
In other words… Optimizing an image for discoverability!
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How to fill in the file information

Caption: A one-line explanation of what the image represents (i.e. a one-sentence version of the image title). Any 
translation you provide will be integrated to the JSON-LD of the page – this will positively impact the 
discoverability of the image

Description: A more detailed description that may include the title of the production, the name(s) of the 
performer(s), the producing company, the place and/or the festival where the photo was taken.

Source: You may provide a hyperlink to the website of the photographer and/or the website of the company 
whose production is featured on the photo.

Author: The name of the photographer + “, performing arts production by <name of producing company>” (if 
applicable).

See: Commons:First steps/Quality and description

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:First_steps/Quality_and_description
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Structured data

Wikimedia Commons structured data is 

linked to the Wikidata knowledge base. 

Machines (i.e, crawling robots) can easily read 

this information, make sense of it and process it. 

It is one of the most powerful features of 

Wikimedia Commons.

See: Commons:Structured_data

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data
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Structured data (continued)

The most important property for 

images is depicts (P180). 

It interlinks the image with the 

Wikidata item(s) describing the 

artist, production or venue 

represented on the image. This 

enables robots to crawl from the 

image, to the Wikidata item, to the 

artist or company website.

If the artist, production or venue appearing in the image already has a Wikidata item, enter that item’s 

name as the value of “depicts”. Otherwise, use generic classes such as:

performing arts production (Q43099500), performing arts building (Q57660343), etc.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P180
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q43099500
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q57660343
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Using categories

Categories are used to organize and find files on the Commons:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Categories 

You can add or remove categories assigned to a page by scrolling  to the bottom of the page. The (-) allows 
you to remove an assigned category and the (+) at the end allows you to assign a new one. The example 

below is from a photo of André Laliberté.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Categories
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Andr%C3%A9_Lalibert%C3%A9.jpg
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Useful categories (and subcategories) in 
Wikimedia Commons for performing arts
Super-category with all themes associated with the performing arts:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_arts 

For productions and performances:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performances 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Rehearsals_(performing_arts)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_arts_festivals 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_arts
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performances
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Rehearsals_(performing_arts)
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_arts_festivals
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Useful categories (and subcategories) in 
Wikimedia Commons for performing arts
For artists:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_artists_from_Canada

For production companies:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_arts_companies

For festival and presenting organizations:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Cultural_organizations_by_subject

For theatres and other performing arts buildings:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performance_buildings 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performance_spaces

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_artists_from_Canada
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performing_arts_companies
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Cultural_organizations_by_subject
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performance_buildings
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Performance_spaces


Back to Wikidata

How to add Wikimedia Commons images to Wikidata items
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Editing the “image (P18)” property

On Wikidata, the basic property for 

assigning an image is P18. 

But, in some contexts, other properties 
can also be used to link an image with a 

Wikidata item. Like, for example, the 

logo (P154) of the show or company. 

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P18
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P154
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Editing the “logo (P154)” property

Here’s an example of a logo (P154).

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P154
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Wikidata — Commons category (P373)

Wikidata has the Commons category (P373) property to match an item with a category in WikiCommons.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q193705#P373

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P373
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q193705#P373
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Adding a sitelink to the Commons category

You can establish a multi-directional link 

between a Wikidata item and its equivalent 

Commons Category in the sitelinks section, 

at the bottom of the Wikidata item.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Sitelinks
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Adding a sitelink to the Commons category

How to add a Commons sitelink:

1. Click on “Edit” in the “Multilingual 

sites” box.

2. Type in “commons” to select the 

Commons domain.

3. Where it says “page”, type in 

“category:” + the name of the 

category.

4. Click “publish”
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Wikidata — Commons gallery (P935)

The Commons gallery (P935) is in the process of  being replaced by sitelinks and could be deleted. There’s 

absolutely nothing wrong in using, as long as you also have a sitelink.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q11635#P935

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P935
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q11635#P935


And back to Commons

How to add a Wikidata-powered infobox to a Wikimedia Commons category
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Wikidata infobox for Commons categories

You can add a multi-lingual 
Wikidata-powered infobox 
to a Wikimedia category .

This infobox template pulls the 

existing Wikidata information via 

the category sitelink (the sitelink 

must be added for the infobox to 

work).
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Wikidata infobox for Commons categories

1. Simply edit the page;

2. And type

{{Wikidata Infobox}}

above the top line.



Namespaces

Supplementary information
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Namespaces on Wiki Commons
Space Contains Description

principal galleries
Pages on a theme that groups many “File:”. Galleries are manually constructed pages.

File: documents (images, 
videos, PDF)

A page for each uploaded file. A page can contain several versions (files). A multitude of 
different file formats are supported by Wiki Commons (.JPG, .PNG, .TIFF, .PDF, .TAB, 
etc).

Category: categories Pages that contain an editable header, followed by all pages that are assigned to that 
category.

Creator: the creators of the 
represented content Pages to provide information on the creators of the represented works.
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Namespace “File:”
This namespace exists in all instances of MediaWiki, (all Wikis 

that use the same underlying software, not just other foundation 

projects). It is used to represent documents of all types.

In Wikimedia foundation projects, there is a particular sharing of 

the “File:” namespace,  in the sense that everyone has access, in 

addition to their namespace for their local files, to the namespace 

of Wiki Commons files. This is what allows images from Wiki 

Commons to be viewed  on other Wikis.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Andr%C3%A9_Lalibe
rt%C3%A9.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Andr%C3%A9_Lalibert%C3%A9.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Andr%C3%A9_Lalibert%C3%A9.jpg
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Namespace “File:”(continued)

When referring to an image in Wikidata, (always as a 

value within a triple), the name of the image file will not 

be preceded by “File:”, contrary to its name in Wiki 

Commons.



 Wikidata and Wikimedia Commons

Main namespaces, galleries

The main namespace, also named “Principal” contains the Wiki Commons galleries. 

Galleries exist to present  a structured and useful collection  of media. Usually, they are created to give a 
sample  or overview of all the media  on a given topic. 

Examples of galleries: 

● https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Salle_de_spectacle_de_Montr%C3%A9al
● https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Theatre_buildings

For more information :

● https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Galleries

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Salle_de_spectacle_de_Montr%C3%A9al
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Theatre_buildings
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Galleries
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Namespaces - “Category:” 

The namespace “Category: ” is also tracked by Wiki Commons. It contains a link to the category pages. 

Category pages are like gallery pages, except that they are compiled automatically from wikicode present 
in the content pages they categorize. 

Here is an exemple of a category, the images that are identified with this label: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:The_Nutcracker

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:The_Nutcracker
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Namespaces - “Creator:”

The “Creator:” namespace contains pages about the artists responsible for the represented creation 

(not the creator of the media file, but the creator of the works represented). 

Since 2017, Creator templates began to use data pulled from Wikidata. Today, most of the information 

comes from Wikidata and the creator pages just display it.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Creator

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Creator
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