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The basics

WIKIDATA and Wikimedia's universe:

e Wikimedia’s universe
e Wikidata's definition
e Wikidata, Wikipedia and Wikimedia Commons : interwiki links

Understanding Wikidata:
e useraccount
e keyconcepts
e triples: two elements and one relation
e externalidentifiers

Contributing to Wikidata :
e creatingaWikidataitem
e editing an item: adding a statement, modifying a statement
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WIKIDATA and Wikimedia's
universe

Wikimedia Foundation, Wikidata, Wikipedia, Wiki Commons
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- Wikidata and Wikimedia's universe

Wikimedia Foundation: a big family of free and open projects

Only people (not companies or commercial entities) can contribute.
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- Wikidata and Wikimedia's universe

Central concept: copyleft

“Copyleft is the practice of
granting the right to freely
distribute and modify
intellectual property with
the requirement that the
same rights be preserved
in derivative works
created from that

property” Wikipedia

@creative
commons

OO®S

https://creativecommons.orag/about/
cclicenses/

The simplest way to make a
program free software is to
put it in the the public
domain, uncopyrighted.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyleft
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
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e Reliable knowledge base for Wikimedia
projects like Wikipedia.

- Wikidata and Wikimedia's universe

e |tassembles data, not internet pages.

What iS Wikidata? e It’sunlimited: number of topics, amount of

information, amount of data.

e Open: everyone - humans and machines
-canread, add, modify data and use it for
free.
e  Multilingual by design.
e |tcanbeinterlinked to other open data sets
WI KI D a T E on the linked data web.

Structuring data in machine-readable format facilitates the consultation, search, modification,
conservation, operation and reusing of the items
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- Wikidata and Wikimedia's universe

Interwiki links: the relationship between Wikipedia, Wiki Commons and Wikidata.

An interwiki link or inter-projet link is an_external link towards another Wikimedia Foundation project.

Interwiki links (shortcuts) allow to link for example the pages that are on Wikipedia, to data that is on Wikidata with media stored in

Wiki Commons.
‘ II ‘I Data universe

WIKIDATA
Credibility, enrichment

and enhanced

Reference and knowledge discoverability

synthesis universe

L’encyclopédie libre

‘ Media universe

(photo, video, sound)

WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Link#External_links
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Foundation
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Understanding Wikidata

1. User account
2. Key concepts



- Understanding Wikidata

WIKIDATA

Main page
Community portal
Project chat
Create a new Item
Recent changes
Random Item
Query Service
Nearby

Help

Donate

Lexicographical data
Create a new Lexeme
Recent changes
Random Lexeme

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Permanent link
Page information
Wikidata item
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Although it is possible to contribute incognito, it is recommended to
create a user account in order to benefit from all the multilingual and

& Not logged in Tall

You are encou” -+~ *J create an Acco Int ang
@m@ log in; however, it is 1 of . ar . 3tol y

tracking features.
[ 7 —T<\
open
Welcome to Wikidata
the free knowledge base with 95,234,079 data items that anyone can edit.
free

VAN

Ml wetcomet

Introduction « Project Chat «+ Community Portal « Help

=N

/

N /

/

Want to help translate? Translate the missing messages.

= I

e

Wikidata is a free and open knowledge base that can be read and edited by both humans
and machines.

Wikidata acts as central storage for the structured data of its Wikimedia sister projects
including Wikipedia, Wikivoyage, Wiktionary, Wikisource, and others.

Wikidata also provides support to many other sites and services beyond just Wikimedia

mrainatal Tha anntant af Wilidata in avnilahla tndar a fran linanana @l Aviaartad inins

T

Ml Learn about data

New to the wonderful world of data? Develop and improve your data literacy through content
designed to get you up to speed and feeling comfortable with the fundamentals in no time.

linked

structured




- Understanding Wikidata
Creating an user account

° It must be a personal
account.

e  User name: choose an alias
that doesn’t resemble your
artist name or your
organization.

e  Theuser accountis valid for
all Wikimedia sister
projects, including
Wikipedia and Wiki
Commons.

WIKIDATA

Main page
Community portal
Project chat
Create a new Item
Recent changes
Random Item
Query Service
Nearby

Help

Donate

Lexicographical data

Create a new Lexeme
Recent changes
Random Lexeme

Tools
Special pages
Printable version
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:CreateAccount

Special page

Create account

Language: Deutsch | English | Esperanto | francais | espafiol | italiano | Nederlands

Username (help me choose)

Wikidata is made by people like you.

‘ Enter your username

Password 1,505’735’986

‘ Enter a password )
edits

It is recommended to use a unique password

that you are not using on any other website. 95, 237’ 18 2

Confirm password

- items
‘ Enter password again

Email address (optional) 23 s 143

‘ Enter your email address

recent contributors
To protect the wiki against automated account

creation, we kindly ask you to enter the words

that appear below in the box (more info):

CAPTCHA Security check

&sﬁ Ups.ian

CRefresh

Enter the text you see on the image

Can't see the image?

Create your account


https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:CreateAccount
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- Understanding Wikidata

Key concepts

A TRIPLE is a statement Statements on ltem Property Value
containing a subject, Wikidata
predicate and object, and ) ] ,
declares a descriptive In everyday language Subject Predicate Object
information in Wikidata.

THING + RELATION + THING In Wikidata, a person is a «thing» as long as we haven’t stated their human nature. The

fact of putting them on the same hierarchical level as all other things is important: it
highlights the importance of turning an implicit information (we know that Monique
Example : Mercure is a person) into explicit information (a machine needs to be told that information).

ITEM + PROPERTY + VALUE

In Wikidata, the value is often another thing, another Q item (that can be also linked to other
elements). This is how that data is “linked” and how it allows for a better organization of

Monique Mercure IS an actress knowledge than when it is coded as text.
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- Understanding Wikidata

Hem  Dwcussion

WIKIDATA

Monique Mercure (qs3208)

Canadien actross £ o WVWikipedia (s emven g ot
~ In More lang.ages A e dise
Lo d ast Monique Meccure
Language Label Description Also known as de  Monique Varcure
Engisn Moniqua Maccine Canadan actress @' Manique Mercure
3 Monique Mercure
Franch Monique Mercure ACYCH CAnaders Monigss Emond P
o e
ev concepts = e e e
Gorman Monique Meccure kanacische Schauspiolenn Monigae Emond £ Monique Mercure
o SuINaNs
ikt o
Croate a new Lexsme (o noguons Pl Moniqus Mercure
Racert cranges Bt Monique Mercure
Item et it A
Statements 7 pra———
. . Ton
° An entry/profile/page in Wikidata. e o e pres = W mEs

° The item refers to an object, a person, a concept or an event

VHiKbOOKS 0 ertries) g ectt

of the real world and the informations related to it. =
e  Eachitem has an unique identifier that starts with the letter po W o
Q. This is the item’s « name » or «label »). WIKQUOLS o enven o0t
Statements sz WisowTs petes ok
° List of claims (properties) that describe the item and that e
appears on the item'’s page. That’s where the « thing » is A + s e borsdava o
defined. T Vhkivoysge owee g
Properties Sk oS v §  Mnke oo Fromt) s- e
° A property (or attribute) is one of the item’s descriptions. A —
These properties are established and updated on Wikidata. + stvain et 2
Values
° A value provides the information for the property (ie:
(property) Name: (value) Monique). For a more complete overview of Wikidata’s vocabulary, visit :

2 Wikidata:Glossary



https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Glossary
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- Understanding Wikidata

= ——Douglas Adamsas)
" :
Detal ls Of a description B Ezgléﬁgswl;l(:?:g::wzjq;zztglas Noel Adams aliases

» In more languages

statement ——

property {educated at = |StJohn's College } value
. Lo end time 1974
ie. : Douglas Adams - Wikidata scademic major Engleh tersurs qualifiers
academic degree Bachelor of Arts
start time 1971
rank ¥ 2references
stated in Encyclopaadia Britannica Onfine
Urefersnce URL  hitpiwww.nndb.comipeople/731/000023862/ opened
orginal language of work Englsh references
statement retrieved 7 December 2013
group publisher NND8
title Douglas Adams (English)

+ add reference

« Brentwood School

end time 1970

start time 1059
» Oreferences 1 collapsed
| reference

+ add (statement)



https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q42
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Triples/statements: Different words, same concepts

Triples and statements are the same method of representing knowledge. But their terminology is different.

Knowledge representation

Referent entity Link Value
framework
Resource Description
Framework (RDF) Subject Predicate Object
Wikidata statement ltem Property Value
Plain language Thing Relationship Thing

Remember: The “value” can either be another entity/item or a literal value (a number, a string of text characters, a
date, geo coordinates, an URL, etc.)




o .

LINKED .. - ’

DIGITAL & m ‘\O CQ oSl ¢ REGROUPEMENT n

FUTURE . . QUEBECOIS DE LACOGENCY|

A few sample triples

Take the sentence "Santee Smith is the artistic director of Kaha:wi Dance Theatre".
At least three triples or statements can be inferred from this sentence:

1. "Kaha:wi Dance Theatre — has artistic director — Santee Smith"

2. "Kaha:wi Dance Theatre — is an instance of — a dance troupe" (which is
Wikidata's way of stating that: Kaha:wi Dance Theatre is a dance troupe )

3. "Santee Smith — has instance of — human"
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A few sample statements (with IDs)

Item Property Value
(subject) (predicate) (object)
Kaha:wi Dance Theatre @ artistic director (P8938) Santee Smith
(Q102341350) (Q92549626)
Kaha:wi Dance Theatre instance of (P31) dance troupe (Q239331)
(Q102341350)
Santee Smith instance of (P31) human (Q5)

(Q92549626)
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A few sample statements (what machines see)

Item Property Value
(subject) (predicate) (object)
Q102341350 P8938 Q92549626

Q102341350 P31 Q239331

Q92549626 P31 Q5
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Kaha:wi
Dance
Theatre

has artistic
director




°
LINKED .. -

DIGITAL ‘& »” CQ
FUTURE . .

E‘"'}t;‘ Cois REGROUPEMENT
Nty UEBECOIS DE
DU THEATRE e heE LACOGENCY]

- Understanding Wikidata

Key concepts

External identifiers

An external identifier is a property stating: “this thing in Wikidata is the same as this thing in this other database”. It
uniquely identifies an item across databases. Examples of external identifiers include ISNI, IMDb, ISBN, as well as
social media usernames and IDs.

External identifiers are powerful: they connect a Wikidata item with its various other active digital footprints
across the web of data. In other words, Wikidata can be the one bridge identifier that reconciles all other
identifiers.


https://isni.org/
https://www.imdb.com/search/keyword/?keywords=podcast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
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Contributing to Wikidata

1. Creatinganewitem
2. Editing an existing item



- Contributing to Wikidata

Creating a new item

First verify if it already exists! /

e Make asearch with the Wikidata search

engine.

e If many items have the same name, you
may have to go through the list in order
to verify if the item that you wish to
create is already there (in Wikidata’s
world, we call this “disambiguation”).
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A English & Notlogged in Talk Contributions Create account Log in

Read View source View hist | Monique Mercure| (o} | -

Monique Mercure
Canadian actress

Search for pages containing
Monique Mercure

come to Wikidata
edge base with 95,639,011 data items that anyone can edit.

»duction « Project Chat « Community Portal + Help

structured

—x 74 —

nt to help translate? Translate the missing messages. \ /
S / A \

N e

i humans and New to the wonderful world of data? Develop and improve your data literacy through content designed
to get you up to speed and feeling comfortable with the fundamentals in no time.

rrojects including
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- Contributing to Wikidata

Creating a new item
L

Choose “Create a new item” on the WIKIDATAN Create a new Ttem

I eft S | d e m e n u . Main page Please make sure that the item you want to create complies with our notability policy and that it doesn't already exist.
. " If you want to create an item about a living person, be mindful of their privacy.

Community portal Main page youwant fo ore e privacy
Community portal We appreciate it if you create a label and a description for all of your new items.

P roject chat Project chat The first letter of your label should only be capitalized if it is a proper noun (Q147276), and your description should not be
Create a new ltem To create a new lexeme (read here first to learn how a lexeme is different from an item), please use Special:NewLexem
Recent changes

Create anew Item Randomiltem By clicking "Create", you agree to the terms of use, and you irrevocably agree to release your contribution under the Cr

Recent changes Query Service Warning: You are not logged in. Your IP address will be publicly visible if you make any edits. If you log in or create an
Nearby

Random Item Help Create a new ltem
Donate

Niinanm: CAniinn Language:

e Add the artist’s name under pevme | |

«Label» and click on «Create». enter a abel in Engiish

Tools

en v

Special pages Description:
Printable version

enter a description in English
o Ignore the other boxes: you wi
be able to modify them

afterwards.

Aliases, pipe-separated:

enter some aliases in English
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| I I | I Iltem Discussion Read

- Contributing to Wikidata

WIKIDATA Marie Chouinard (434639
- - Canadian dancer and choreographer & edit
E d I t I n LAET pag.e ~ In more languages
Community portal Configure
Project chat

Croate anew iton Language Label Description Also known as

and / or sl o English Marie Chouinard Canadian dancer and chareographer
Eeresn e P o L e e i R R R

Query Service French
Nearby

<o

official website https://www.mariechouinard.com/

E

Help 2" edit

enriching

Lexicographical data

language of work or name

French
Create a new Lexeme

]
Recent changes
I Random Lexeme

Tools

All entered |

s 2% 2 s momomomoEom,

» 1 reference

— -+ addvalue

' . Wi "
° All statements are modifiable — with Related change i o
exception of the item’s name which is Speclpages

Permanent link
permanent. Page information

Concept URI

Cite this page

described by source @ UbuWeb & edit
» 1 reference

+ add value

e At the bottom of the property list, you will
find “add statement”. Click and add a P> . addstatement
statement.

Identifiers

VIAF ID

<o

106700751 & edit
» 2 references

+ add value
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- Contributing to Wikidata

Links and references

1. Collection 1.of video tutorials and teaching materials on Wikidata, developed by CAPACOA and the
CQT since 2021 : workshop tutorials CAPACOA/CQT 2020-2021

2. Dedicated tutorial space for that content:

3. Toknow and track the evolution of the needed statements for the artists and the performing arts
community as a whole: Wikiproject Performing arts

4. Wikidata’s help portal : Help:Contents - Wikidata

[ Wikidata 2021-2022 workshop series: schedule and registration 2021-2022 ]



https://linkeddigitalfuture.ca/wikidata-video-tutorials/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Performing_arts/Data_structure
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Contents
https://linkeddigitalfuture.ca/wikidata-workshops-season-2/
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