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Contributing to Wikidata



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Workshop #1, block #1: Recap

Wikidata is a database:

● Collaborative

● Royalty-free (CC0)

● Multilingual

Item + Property + Value = Declaration (or triple)

Video:
https://youtu.be/5d-xYZNkOfg

https://youtu.be/5d-xYZNkOfg


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Workshop #1, block #2: Recap

Interdependent Wikimedia projects:

● Wikipedia: articles in several languages

● Wiki Commons: images and other content

● Wikidata: data

These projects feed information boxes (InfoBoxes) on Wikipedia and Google's results pages.

Video:
https://youtu.be/tw91itUVRDM

https://youtu.be/tw91itUVRDM


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Workshop #1, block #3: Recap

A Wikidata item (or entity) is composed of several parts :

● Header with title, description and alias

● Interwiki links

● Statements

● External identifiers: External identifiers are a type of declaration.
○ External identifiers allow a Wikidata item to be linked to other databases where the same item is present.

Video:
https://youtu.be/yWwXrA8SrAQ

https://youtu.be/yWwXrA8SrAQ


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Workshop #2 Program

Block 1: Creating and Editing an Item
● Languages in Wikidata
● Creating an item
● Editing an item (label, description, alias)

Block 2: Editing a Statement
● Editing simple & multiple statements, 

references & qualifiers

Block 3: Editing a Statement (ADVANCED)
● Advanced editing concepts: properties, 

constraints, special pages, Fusion

Block 4: Self-learning in Wikidata
● Wikidata help and reference material: 

discussion pages, bistro, Wikidata projects, 
tutorials 

Workshop Recap



Block 1
Creating and editing an item in Wikidata



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Wikidata Language — User-based

The language setting is set by the 

user in the Preferences menu.



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Wikidata Languages — Babel

The Babel extension lets you indicate your level of 

proficiency in multiple languages.

{{#babel:fr-N|en-4|es-1|ru-0|de-0|loves 

Wikidata}}



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Creating an item

In the left-hand menu, you can choose 
"Create a new item".



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing an Item — Label

Label = name that the entity is 

commonly called in the given language

Aliases are linked to labels. Aliases 
serve as secondary labels, although less 

used



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing an Item — Description

A description IS NOT A SENTENCE. Therefore, 

● No uppercase letters
● No period within or at the end of the text

● Should be relatively short.

● It must not contain any opinion or promotion, it is a neutral text;

● The description must be as constant as possible, so do not put any temporary occupation or other 

information of a changing nature;

Model description for a person: occupation + nationality (year of birth-death)
Model description for an organization : [type of organization] based in [city, province, country].



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing an Item — Description
Missing French 

description

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q14875453

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q14875453


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing an Item — Alias

Alias =  secondary label 

⇒ Can be an unaccented form of the label, shortened names,  with the 
initial article at the end, etc.

⇒ The artist's name can be found either in the label, with the real 

name in the aliases, or the opposite.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q48070154

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q14875453


Block #1 exercice
A Wikidata item creation in this workshop



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Item creation: Maiko Yamamoto

● Label (Len)

● Description (Den)

● Alias (Aen)

● instance of (P31)



End of block #1
Creating and editing an item in Wikidata



Block #2
Editing a Wikidata statement



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing a Simple Statement

Editing the first name (P735) & last 
name (P734) of an item 
representing a person.

Note that the values for these 
properties are also items...

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4
83203

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q483203
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q483203


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing a Simple Statement (cont.)

In addition to the information in the header of an item (label, description & alias), the most important 
piece of information (the statement) about an item is its nature or if it’s a subclass. This concept is very 
important. In our case, we are mostly working with instances of items, and therefore not of subclasses. 
Nevertheless, it’s important to understand this concept.

Note that we will come back to subclasses in the SparQL Research Workshop (workshop 3)



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing a Multiple Statement

Multiple triples can be linked to the same property of an item.

Multiple values



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing a Statement — References

References are sources in Wikidata, at the statement level.

Three most used sources:

● Based on a Wiki project (P4656)
● Reference URL (P854)

● Stated in (P248)

There is also the qualifier:  lookup date (P813). References are also used to validate the integrity of 
information, and as such, some tools only use statements with references .



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing a Statement — References (cont.)



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing a Statement — Qualifiers

Qualifiers are used to clarify statements. There are several ways to clarify a statement.

● Time-based qualifier
● Qualifier to clarify a statement

○ Role of a member of the cast
○ Position of a team member

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q467027

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q467027


Exercise block #2
Editing a Wikidata item during training



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Editing the item “Maiko Yamamoto”

● image (P18)

● occupation (P106)

● country of nationality (P27)

● field of activity (P101)

● gender (P21)

● first name (P735)

● last name (P734)

● date of birth (P569)

● student of (1066)

● notable works (P800)

● languages spoken, written or signed (P1412)

● schooling (P69)

● employer (P108)

● VIAF identifier (P214)



End of block #2
Editing a Wikidata statement



Block 3
Advanced editing concepts for items



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Properties

A property is also editable. The creation of a property 

is not frequent.

Consulting the page of a property helps you 
understand it better.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P101

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P101


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Property Constraints

A statement can have several types of 

constraints. Constraints are attached to 

properties.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Proper
ty:P3383#P2302

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P101#P2302
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P101#P2302


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Property Constraints (cont.)
A small icon appears to the right of the value if a constraint is not honored. Clicking on it displays details 
of the problem.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q14875453#P856



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Special Pages

Special pages contain additional tools.

Special pages are grouped in sections.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Spec
ial:SpecialPages

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:SpecialPages
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:SpecialPages


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Merging Duplicate Data

Use the Fusion command in 

its special page to merge 

duplicate data.

https://www.wikidata.or
g/wiki/Special:MergeIte
ms

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:MergeItems
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:MergeItems
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Special:MergeItems


End of block #3
Advanced editing concepts for items



Block 4
Learning Wikidata on your own



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Discussion Pages

90% of Wikipedia content is in the discussion pages. Any page — and in the case of Wikidata every item 

and every property — has a discussion page.



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Discussion Pages (cont.)

You can ask a question on a user page (here, to user Antoine2711).

● Just like in Wikipedia
● Pages are everywhere

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User_talk:Antoine2711

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User_talk:Antoine2711
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User_talk:Antoine2711


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Project chat

Project Chat is the best place to ask general questions about 

Wikidata.

Questions are archived.

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Project_chat

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Project_chat
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Project_chat


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Wikidata Projects

Wikidata projects are places that focus on one or several specific subjects. This is where you will find 

answers to questions on these subjects.

Four important Wikidata projects are related to this training initiative:
● Wikidata:WikiProject Performings Arts

● Wikidata:WikiProject Cultural Venue

● Wikidata:WikiProject Cultural Events

● Wikidata:Theatre (which is in the process of being merged with Wikidata Performing Arts)

● Wikidata:WikiProject Music

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Performing_arts
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Cultural_venues
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Cultural_events
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Theatre
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:WikiProject_Music


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Wikidata Projects (cont.)

Project sections (header banner)

● Properties 
● Discussions 

● Participants



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Wikidata Tutorials

Three tutorials are available at this URL:

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours

● Items
● Statements

● References

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Tours


Contributing to WIKIDATA

Wikidata Tutorials (cont.)

This tutorial is recommended for SPARQL:

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_tutorial

We'll talk about the 
Wikidata Query Service 
in the Workshop #3

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:SPARQL_tutorial


End of block #4
Learning Wikidata on your own



Workshop #2 Recap
What you need to know



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Block 1 recap

● You can set the languages you are proficient in, the Wikidata interface language, as well as labels, 
aliases and descriptions.

● To make sure you don’t create duplicate data, always do a search before creating a Wikidata item.

● A description is not a sentence, so no initial uppercase letter (except if required) or period.

● An alias is a secondary label.



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Block 2 recap

● When a statement (a triple: object – property – value) is created, the object is the item of the page, 

the property is the first data that is input, and the value is the data that is entered on the right

● The first statement of an item is its “nature of (P31)”.

● When a statement property has several values, additional values are added to the right without 
having to repeat the property.

● References are used to identify sources (origin) of the data.

● Qualifiers serve to clarify a statement, chronologically or in some other way.



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Block 3 recap

● A property is an editable object in Wikidata, but this rarely happens and you won’t have to edit it.

● Constraints are an important part of statements. Constraints are values attached to the property 
being used.

● Special pages are advanced tools. 

● The merge help tool Fusion is one of these tools.



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Block 4 recap

● Most of the work in Wikimedia projects takes place in the discussion pages about the project and 

its data.

● All the pages of a Wikimedia project have discussion pages.

● Bistro is where you should ask general questions about Wikidata.

● Wikidata projects is where you ask precise questions on a specific subject.



Contributing to WIKIDATA

Acknowledgments
Principal Project Partners Financial Partners



End of Workshop #2
Keep on contributing!
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Name of the slide


